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the Crofle of onr Lord Ieſus . © 1 
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TotheReader. 


T ts the common ſin of men at 

this day , and that inthe very, 
places. of learning , that Chriit 
crucified ts not knowne as he 
ought, The right knowleage of 
whom , it 1s not to make often 
mention of his death and paſſion 
and tocall him our Sauiour , or 


#0 handle the Whole myſteric of | 


God incarnate ſoundly and lear- 
nedly , though that bee a wortby 
gift of God ; but firſt of all, by the 
conſideration of the paſſion to bee 
touched with an mward and 
linely feeling of our ſinnes, for 
which our Redeemer ſuffered 
the yargs of hell, and togrovye to 
8 throngh diſlike of our ſelues, 
#nd our lines paſt for them , ard 
from the pround of the heart to 
purpoſe a reformation and a con- 


formitie With Chriſt in all good 
| auties — 


4s 
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Tothereader. 


ties that concerne man : ſecondly, F 
n the paſſion, as ina myrror , to [ 
beheld, and in beholding to labowr | 
fo comprehend the leygth , the 
breadth, the beight, the arpth of | 
the lone of the Father that gaue | 
bis owne deare Son todeath ; and Iþ 
the goodneſſe of the Sonne that bo. | 
wed bis enemies more then him- 
ſelfe , that our bearts might bee 
| rooted and grounded in the ſame 
lone, and bee. further inflatmed to | | 
loue God 4gaine, | 
To farther this true manner i 

of knowing Chriſt crucified, 1 

haue penned theſe few lines ; yead | 
them at thy [:iſuve,and hens care " 
ro prit them in prattiſe:otherwiſe | 
I | 


tho art out an tnmmy of the 
' : 3 YT TI A, , 
croſſe of Chrij/, :50gi, thou pro- 

feſſe bis name woatr (o much, 


2+ ] )5 — i f 
VV. Perkins, | | 


| _Aedchanel 


| OF THE RICH 
knowledge of Chrilt 
crucified. 


{ 1 is the 
YA molt cxcel- 
P lent &wor- 
V th,y part 
ot cwine 
wilcdofne, 
A. to, know 

OP Chrift dg, The Prophet 

L434 J3s Efay faith, T he knowlea'n: of my 

[2 rig vieou ſernant, "that is. Chriſt 

| | crucified , ſhall infifie many. 
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| And Chriſt himſclfe { urch, This 
| Toh. 17:2. # life eternal to know thee the one- 
ly God, and whom thou haſt ay 
>COr Jeſu Chriſt, And Paul faith, 1 
haue decreed to know 101018 A- 
7 mong you, but Teſus (rift, and 


him crucified, Againe, God 
forbid 


of Chriſt crucified, 3 


forbid that 1 ſhould reioyce in a- Gal.6-14. | 
ny thing but in the Crofle of our Phil, 3+5e 


Lord leſs Chrift. Againe, I 
thinke all things but loſle for the 
excellent knowledge ſake of Chrift 
Teſus my Lord, and do tndge them 
but dung that I might winne 
Chriſt. FIRE! 

In the right way of know- 
ing Chrift crucified,two points 
muſt be confidered.; one, how 
Man for his part is to know 
Chriſt : che other, how he 15 to 
be knowne of man. 

Touching the firſt; Man 
muſt know Chriſt, not gene- 
rally and confuſedly, but by a 
linely, powerfull, & operatiue 
knewleage : for otherwife the 
deuils themſclues know Chritt- 

In: this knowledge three 
things are required. The firſt 
is notice or conſideration , vihcre- 
by thou muſt conceive 1n 

A232 painde 
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minde, vnderſtind, and ſeri- 
ouſly bethinke thy fſelfe of 
Chriſt as he is reueiled in the 
hiſtorie ofthe Gſpcll; & as hee 
is offcred to thiy part iCular per 
ſou in the-miniſterie of the 
word and Sacraments. And 
that this conſideration may 
not be dead and idle in thee, 
i tio things muſt bee done: firfk |, 
\_ chou wilt labourto feele they 
{clfe to and inneede of Chrilt | 
crucified, yeato ſtand inexcet- 

ſiue necde cucn. of the very 
leaſt droppe of his blood , for 
the waſhing away otfthy fins. 
And vnlefſe thou throughly 
feeleſt thy ſelfe ro wart all that 
200dnefle and grace that is in 
Chriſt, and that thou enen 
ſtandeſt in extreame neecde of 
his patSion, thou ſhalt neuer 
learne orteach Chriſt indeed 
and truth, The ſecond thing 
IS 


o 
* 
— >. <p oe I, 04 ee airs 
. 
, - - % m -_ — - - 
- l 4 


"of Chriſt crucified, «5 
is, with the vnderſtandingot 
the dotrine of Chriſt to ioyne 
thirſtzng, whereby man in his 
very ſoule and fpiritlongs at- 
ter the participation of Chriſt 
and faith in this caſc,as Samp- 
ſon (aid, Giue mee water, | I die 
for thirſt, 

The ſecond part of know- 
ledge is application, whereby 
thou muſt know and belcene 
not onely-that Chriſt was cru- 
cified,butthat he was crucift- 
cd forthee, for thee, Ifay, in 
particular. Heere two rules 
muſt be remembered and pra- 
Riſed ; one, that Chriſton the 
crofle was tby pledge and fure- 
ty in particular, that hethen 

ood in the very roome and 
place in which thou thy ſclfe 
inthine owne perſon ſhouldeſt 
haue ſtood : that thy very per- 
fonall and particular ſinnes 
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were imputed and applyed to 
him, that he ſtood guiltic, as a 
malefaour for them, and 
iuffered the very pangs of 
hell, and that his ſufferings 
are as much 1n acceptation 
with God, as ifthou haddeſt 
borne the curſe ot the Law in 
thine owne perſon eternal- 
ly. The holding aud belee- 
uving of this. point is the very 
foundation of religion, as alſo 
of the Church of God.” ſhere- 
fore in any wiſe bce carefull 
ro apply Chrift crucified to 


'* thy ſclte: andas Ebzenr when 


he thould rene the childe 
tf the Shunamite, went vp 
2nd lay vpon him, and put 
bis mouth vpon his mouth 
and }.is hands vpon his hands, 
and his eyes vpon his eyes,and 
(rerctied himfelte vpon him : 
even {»,if thou woulded be re 
uiued 
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of Chrift crucified, ©+5 
uined toecnerlaſting life , thou 
mult by faith, as it were ſet 
thy ſelfe vpon the croſle of 
Chriſt, and apply thy hands 
to his hands, thy feete to his 
fecte, and thy finfullheart to 
his bleeding heart : and con - 
tent not thy felte with The- 
”91 to put thy _ into 
t:is fide, but enen 

plunge thy ſelfe wholly both 
body and foule into the 
wounds and blood of Chriſt. 
This will make thee to cry 


with Thomas, and fay, eMy 


Lerd,my God,and this is to bee 
crucified wich {brift, And yer 
do not ccintert thy felfe with 
this, butby faith alfo deſcend 
with Chriſt from the crofle 
to the graue , ad burie thy 
felfe in the very buriall of 
Chrift : andthen looke as the 
dead fouldier tambled into the 


grave 
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Brave Of Elizeas was made 
ale at the very touching of 
kis body , fo ſhalt thou by a 
{piritual] touching of Chriſt 
dead and buried, bee quickned 
to life cuerlaſting. The fecond 
rale 1s, that Chriſt crucifed u 
thine , becing really giuen thee 
of God the Father, euen as 
truely as houſes and land are 
ginen of earthly fathers to 
their children : this thou muſt 
firmely hold and beleeue ; and 
hence it ts that the benefits of 
Chriſt are before God ours 
deed for out juſtification 
andſaluation. 

The third point in linely 
knowledge is, that by allthe 
affettions of our hearts wee 
miſt be carried to Cl:r1ft, and 
as it were tran:t>rn:cd into 
him, Whereas lic gaue biume 
kite wholly for vs,wee can do 
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of Chrift rata 9 


nolefle then beſtow our hearts 
vpon him. Wee mult there- 
forc labour aboue all, follows= 
ing the Martyr Fgnatius, who 
ſaid that CHR1isST, bs loue 
Was crucified. Wee muſt va- 
lae him at ſo high a price, that 
hee mult bee vnto vs better 
then tenne thouſand Worlds : 
yea all things which wee enioy 
mult bee but as drofſe and dung 
vnto vs in reſpe& of him. 
Laſtly all our joy, reioycing 
comfort and confidence mult 
bee placed in him. And that 
thus much is requifit 1n know - 
ledge, it appeares by tlie com- 
mon rule of expounding 
Scripture, that Words of know- 
ledge imply affeftion, And in*+ 
deede it is but a knowledge 
ſwimming in the braine, 
which doeth not alter and dif- 
poſe the aftetions and the 


©. 


———— 


whole. 
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v/hole man. 

Thus Mach of our know- 
ledge. Now tollowes the ſe- 
cond point, how Chriſt is to 
bee krowne, hee muſt not bee 


| knowne barely as God, or as 


man or as a Iew borne in the 
tribe of Indah, or a terrible 
and iuſt iudge, but as he is our 
redeemer and the very price of 
our redemption : and in this 
reſpe& hee mult be conſidered 


as the common Treaſurie and 
ftore-bouſe of Gods Church, as 


Paul teſtifeth when hee ſaith. 


In him. are all the treaſures of 


k 1owleage and wiſedom? hid: and 
againe , Bleſſed be God, Which 
hath bleſſed vs With afl hiritual 
ble ſings wn Chri, And Saint 


| AY ' a4 Iohn * ith, that of bis fulneſſe 


;- We receiue grace for grace, Here 


>. then'let vs marke that all the 


bieſsings of Go d, whether 
Senn 


of Chriſt crucified, 17 


ſpirituall or temporall, all I 
lay, without exception, are 
Fonueyed vynto vs from the 
Father by Chriſt : and ſo they 
mult bee recciued of vs,and no- 
otherwiſe, That this point 
ray bee further cleared, the 
venefites which wee recelue 
trom Chrilt, are to bee hand- 
led, and the manner of know- 
ing them. The benefites of 
Chrilt are three, his Aeri,his 
Vertwe, his Example. 

The Meri of Chriſt, is the 
value and price of his death and 
paſſion, whercby any man1s 
perfetly reconciled to God. 
This reconciliation hath two 
parts, Remiſſien of finnes, and 
acceptation to life cuerlaſting. 
Remiſsion of finnes, 15 the re- 
moouing, or the aboliſhing 
both of the owile and pariſh- 
ment of mans finnes. By gale 

I yn- 
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] vnderſtand a ſubietion or 


obligation to puniſhment, ac- 
cording to the order of di- 
uine iuſtice. And the puniſh- 
ment of {inne 1s the maled:. 
Hiow or cnrſe of the whole 
lawe, which 1s the ſuffering 
of the firſt and ſecond death. 
eAcceptable to life eucrlaſting, 
is a giuing ofright andritle to 
the kingdome-of heauen, and 
that for the merit of Chriſts 
obedience imputed. Now 
this benefit of reconciliation 
muſt bee knowne not by con- 
ceit and imagination, not by 
carnall preſumprion ; but by 
the inward teſtimony of Gods 
Sau certifying , our conſci- 
ences thereof, which for this 
cauſe 1s called tine ſpirit of Ree 
welation, And that wecemay at- 
taine to infallible afſarance of 
this bencht, wee mult call to 

minde 


ef Chriſt crucified, v5; 

minde the promiſes of the 
Goſpell tonching remifsion of 
{innes,and life cuerlaſting-this 
being done , wee muſt further 
firwme and indeauour by the 
aflurance of Gods Spirit to 
apply rhem to our ſelues, and 
to belecue that they beiong 
vnto vs ; and we mult alfo put 
our ſclues oiren to all the ex- 
erciles of inuocation and true 
repentance. For in and by our 
crying vnto heauen to God 
for reconciliation, comes the 
aſſurance thereof, as Scrip- 
cure and Chriſtian experi- 
ence makes manifeſt. Andif 
it fo fall out, that any man in 
temptation apprehend and 
feele nothing bui the furious 
indignation. and wrath of 
God, againſt all reafon and 
fecling hee muſt holde to the 
merit of Chriſt : and know a 
point 
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point of religion heardtobee 
learned,that God is a moſt lo- 
ning father to them that hane 
* i caretoſeruchim, cuen at that 
C| inſtant when hee ſhewes him 
F F ſelfe a moſt fierce and terrible 
Y Tnemy. 

| Fro m the benefit of recencs. 
Bl lation proceede foure bene- 
fits. Firſt, that excellent 
peace of God , that paſſeth all 
vnderſtanding , which hath 
| | fixe parts, The firſt is. peace 
with God and the blefied 


Frmitie. Rom. 5. 1. Being 14 
| ftified, wee haut peace with God, 
The ſecond, peace with the 
good Angels. Ioh.1.15. Tee 
ſhalt fee the Angels of God af. 
cending ard deſcending from 
\ the Sonne of man: Andthat An- 
gels like armies of fouldiers 
mcainpe about the ſeruants 
of God, andas nources beare 
them 
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of Cariſt erncified, 15 
them jn their armes that they 
be neither hurt by the dinetl 
and his angels , nor by his in- 
ſtruments,it proceeds of this, 
that they being of Chriſtare 
partakers of !\is murits. The 
third is, peace with: all fichas 
feare God,& belcenetn Chriſt 
This Eſa foretold when hee 
faid, that the Woolfe ſhi/l dwell 
with the Lambr ,and the Leopard 
with the Kidde, " andthe (alfe & 
the Lion and a fatte beaſt togi- 
ther ,es- that 4 /arcks C hilae foals 
leadethrm, ©5c.11.v.6, Ihe 
foorth :s, ” peace with 4 mans 
owne ſelfe, when the confci- 
ence wiſhed in the bloud of 

Chriſt, ceaſerhto accuſe and 
:errifie: ind when the will, af- 
f.tions, and inclinations of 
the whole man are obedient 
to the minde iniightned by 


the ſpirit & word of __ "4 
on 
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loſſ. 3. Let the prace of God 
rule in your beats, The fift is 
peace with-enemies, and that 
two wayes. Firſt, in that ſuch 
as beleene in Chriſt, ſecke to 
haue peace with all men, bur - 
ting none but doing good to 
all : ſecondly, inthat God re- 
{trainesthe malice ofthe ene 
mies-and inclines their hearts 
to bee peaccable. Thus God 
brought Daniel snto lowe and 


farour with the chiefe of the 


Eunnches, The laſt is prace 
with all creatures in heauen 
and earth, in that they ſerue 
for mans faluation.Pſa.91.1 3. 
T hou ſhalt w alke pon the lyon 
ard the afpe ; the young lyon and 
the dragon ſhalt thon tread vn- 
der foote,. Hof. 2.18. And in that 
day will 1 make a coucnant for 
them with the beaſt of the field 
and with the foules of heazen. 

Now 
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- of Chriſt eracified., 157 
Now this benefit of pcace is 
knowne partly by the teſt;- 
mony of*ie ſpirit, and partly 
by a daily-experience thereof. 

The ſecond benefit is a re 
couery of that ri: and title, 
which man hath to all crea- 
tures i:1 heauen,and carth,and 
all temporall bleſs:ngs;which 
right Adam loſt to himfcltc 
and. every one of hispoſteri- 
tie, 3. Cor. Jo22 Wkether it be 
the world, or life , or drath : ghe.. 
11157 they bre things preſent, or 
things to come , all are yours, 
Now the right way of know- 
ing this one benefit 1s this : 
When God vouchſaferh meat 
drinke, apparell houſes lands 
&c. wee muſt not barely con- 
fder them as bleſſings of 
God, for that very heathen 
men, which know not God, 
can doe; but wee mult ac- 
know 
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x3 Of theright knowledge 
knowledge and eſteeme them 
as bleſsing proceeding from 
the ſpeciall loue of God the 
Father, whereby hee loues vs 
in Chriſt; and procured vnto 
vs by the merit of Chriſt cru- 
cified : and wee mutt labour in 
this pointto be ſetled and per- 
fivaded : and {o oft as wee fee 
and viſe the creatures of God 
for our owne benefit , this 
point ſhould come to our 
mindes. Bleſsings conceiued 
apart from Chriſt are miſcon- 
cciued : whatſocuer they are 
in themſclues , they arc no 
bleſsings to vs but in and by 
Chriſts merit. Therefore this 
order muſt bee obſerued 
touching earthly bleſsings : 
for wee muſt haue part in the 
merit of Chriſt, and then ſec- 


.condly by meanes of that me- 


rite, aright before God, and 
com- 
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comfortable vie of the things 
viee enioy. All men that haue 
and vie the creatures of God 
otherwiſe as gifts of God, but 
no! by Chriſt, vſe them but 
as bat wſurpers and theeues. 
For this cauſe 1t 15 not ſuffict- 
cnt for ys generally and con- 
faſt dly to know Chriſt to bee 
our Redeemer x; but wee muſt 
learne to ſee, know, and ac- 
knowledge him in euery par- 
ticular gift & bleſsing of God. 
If menviing the creatures of 
meat and drinke, could, when 
they behold them, withalli by 
the eve of faith behold inthem 
the merit of Chriſts paſsion, 
there weuld not bee ſo much 
exceſlſe and 'ryot , ſo mach 
farfetring and drunkennefle as 
there is; and if mcn could coir 
fider their houſes ard landes.. 
&c. as bleſsings to them, anc 

that 
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20 Of the right knon ledge, 
that by the fountaine of bleſ- 
ſing the merits of Chriſt, there 
ſhould not bee fo much fraude 
and deceit, ſo much ininſtice, 
and oppreſion in bargaining, 
as there is: 

That which I haue now ſaid 
of meates, drinkes, apparel, 
mult likewiſe bee vnderſtood 
of Gentrie and Nobllitie,in as 
much as Noble birth without 
new birth in Chriſt, 1s but an 
'- Conſider earthly vanity: the like may be 

 Col3.11 fajdofphyſicke,fleepe, health, 
and 2-10 liberty, yea of the very brea- 

| thi-g in the aire. And to goe 
| yet further in our recreations 
4 Chriſt muſt be knowne. For all 
recreation {tands inthe vic ot 
things indifferent,and the holy 
vie of all things indifferent, 


blood of Chriſt, For this cante 
it 1s very mecte that Chnitan 
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of Chriſt crucified, a1 
men and wom2ir ft 01d with 
their earthly recrcutiosw0yne 
ſpirituall- meditation -f the 
Goat of Chriſt, and from the 
ONE ti.ke accaſion to bethinke 
themſehics ofthe oth cr. Tt this 
were prac:{cd,ther ſhould nor 
be fo many valawfull {ports Ge 
delights,and fo much abuſe of 
lawtull recreation as theres, 
The third benefit 1s, that all 
crofles, affiitions,an, d 10ge- 
ments whatſociucr,ceiſe rc be 
curſes and puniſhments to 
them that are in Chri3 ; and 
are onely meanes of corrett1- 
oz or trial; becautc his cath 
hath: taken away not ſome fcy 
parts. vr” all ron every part 


of thc Cir of '*; vel ole | aw. 
Now Te os plas $* ” Chrif is! 
be Lkoowne ofvs on this matte 
ner. Ve ruſt w9ze of our 
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trialls, proceedingnotfroma + 
reuenging iadge, but from 
the —_ of a bountitull and 
louing father ; and therefote 
they muſt be conceiued inand 
with the meritof Chriſt: and 
if wee doe otherwiſe regard 
them, * wetake themascurſes -| 
_ and- puniſhments of finne, 7] 
And hence it followes , [that 
ſubiction to Gods hand in | 
all creſſes,is x marke and badge 
of the true Church. : | 
The faſt benefite is , that 
death is properly no death, _ 
but a.reft or ſteepe. ' Death, 
therefore tmuſt be knowne and 
conſidered not as it ts ſet forth 
inthe law, bat as it is altered 
and changed by the death of 


Chriſt, and whendeath comes. -* 


. wee muſt then looke vponit: . 
through Chriſts. death, as {2 
through a glaſle ;. and thus [- 4 
" vw | 
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will appeare to bee buta paſ- [| 
ſage'from this life to aa [ 
ſta: life. 

us much of the merit of - ml 


. Chriſt cracitied,' Now fol- 

loweshis vextue, which is the | 
wer ofhis Godhead, wher- | 

{ by kce creates new hearts in | 
- all themthat belecne in him, | 
and: makes” them new eres | 
tures. -Thisvertue: is double + | 
the : firſt' is: the power” of bv: | | 

death, whereby hee of va him- VN 
ſelfefrom the puniſhment and th 

imputatiow ofour finhes:; and 1 

-* the ſame vertne ſerneth to j 

mortifie” and-erucifiethe eor- 

rmiptionsofour mindes, wils | 
&rons, - cucn asa coraliie - 
' doot waſt and conflime the - 
' rover and dead ficſh ih any 


partobmans body, . | | | 
| [The fecond, 1s the verrur of | if} 
Wigs rejurreition » -Whichis : 4 
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24 Of the right knowledge, 
alſo the power of his God- 
head, whereby hee raiſed him - 
ſelfe from death to life : and 
the very fame power ſerueth 
to raiſe thoſe that belong to 
Chriſt, from their ſinnes in 
this life, and from the grane 
in the day of the laſt indge- 
ment. Now .the knowledge 
of this double; vertue maſt 
not be onely ſpeculatiue, thar 
is, barely conceiued in the 
braine, butit muſt be experi- 
mentall ; becauſe we oughtto 
hane experience of. it in our 
hearrs & liues : and we ſhould 
labour: by all meanes poſsible 
ro feele the power of Chriſts 
death killing and mortifying 
our ſinnes, aud the vertue of 
his refurre&ion. in the put- 
ting of ſpirituall life into-vs, 
that wee might bee ableta ſay 
that wee liue not , but that 

Chrik 


, 
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of Chriſt crucified, ag 


Chriſt lines in vs. This was 
one of the moſt excellent and 
principall. things which Pani 
fought for, who faith, 1 haze 


counted all things lofle, and doe. 


3udpe them to bee dung, that / 
mey know him, and the vertne 
of bus refurrettion, Phil. 2. 10. 
And hee faith, that this is the 
right way to know and learne 
Chriſt, to caſt off the old man, 


- Which « corrupt throngh the 


deceineable lufts, and to put ox 
the new man, Which ts created in 
rigbteouſaeſſs and true bolineſſt, 
Eph. 4. 24+ 

The third benefit is the ex- 


 ampleof Chriſt, . We decceine 


our ſeclues, if wethinke that he 


is onely-to bee knowne of vs 


1as a Redeemer, and not as a 


peftacle or patterne of all good 


duties, to-which wee ought 10 


conforme our ſelues. Good 
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men indeede, that haue beene 
or in the preſent are vpon the 
earth the ſeruants of- God, 
muſt bee followed of vs : but 
they mult bee followed no o- 
cherwife then they follow 
Chriſt, and Chriſt muſt bee 
tollowed in the praiſe of c- 
ucry good duty that may con” 
cerne 'vs without exceptior: 
ſimply and abſolutely. 2. Cor. 
IT, I 
Oar conformity with Chriſt 
ſtands eirher in the framing of - 
our inward and fſpiritwall life, 
or in the. praiſe of outward 
and morall duties. 
Conformitie of. ſpieituall 
life is,not by doing that which 
Chriſt did vpon the croile and 
afterward, butadoing.of the 
like by a certaine.kinde of 1my-. 
tation. And ir hath foure 
parts» The firſt is, a fprretuall 
| oblation 
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»blatiov, For as Chriſt inthe 
arden, and ypon the Crofle, 
y prayer made with ſtrong 

cryes and teares , preſented 

and reſigned himſclte to bee 

a facrifice of propitiation 

to- the 1uſtice of his Father 

for mans ſinne : ſo muſt wee 
alfo in. prayer preſent and re- 
ſigne our ſclues, our foules, 
our bodies, our vnderſtan- 
ding, will, memory, aftc&i- 
ons, and all wee haue to the 

{eruice of God, inthe generall 

calling of a Chriſtian, end in 

the particular callings in 
which hee. hath - placed vs. 

Take an example in- Dawid? 

Sacrifice and burnt eff ering (ſaith 

hee) thow wonideſt not, but eaves 

thou haſt pierced wnta me; then 
ſaid 1, loe I come « { deſire to dg: 
thy will, O God, yea thy Law is 

within my beart. Palme 40.7. 

Þ 3 The 
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The ſecond is , conformity in 
the Creſſetwvo wayes. For firſt 
as hee bac his owne Crofle to 
the place of execution : ſo 
muſt wee as good diſciples of 
Chriſt, deny our fclues, take 
vp all the crofſes and affli&i- 
ons thatthe hand of-God ſhall 
lay vpon vs. Againe, we muſt - 
become like vnto him 1n the 
erucifying and mortifying the 
maſſe and body of inne 
which we carry about vs. Gal. 
5- 24. T hey Which are Chrifts, 
haue crucified the: fleſh With the 
affi:ft0ns and luſts thereof. We 
mult doe as the Iewes did, 
wee mult ſer vp the crofles 
2nd gibbets whereon we are 
to faſten and hang this fleſh 
of ours, that, the ſinne and 
corruption that cleaues and 
ſtickes vnto vs, and by the 
ſword of the Spirit wound it 
EUE:? 


1 


| 
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of Chrift crucified. 1g 
euen to death. This beeing 
done, wee mult yet goe further 
and labour by experience to 
ſee and feele the very death 
of it, andto lay itas it were 1n 
2 graue nener to riſe againe : 
and therefore wee ſhould dai- 
ly caſt new monalds vpon it. 
The third is, 4 fpirnallreſur- 
rettier, whereby wee ſhould 
by Gods grace vic meanes 
that wee may euery day more 
and morecome -out of our 
finncs, as om. ofa loathſome 
graue; to iige vnto God in 
nevnelle of lite,as Chriſt roſe 
from his graue. And becauſe 
It is an hard matter for aman 
to come out of the graue or 
rather dungeon of his ſinnes, 
this worke cannot be done ar 
once but by degrees, as God 
ſhall giue grace. Concerning 
we lye by nature dead in our 
B 4 znaes, 
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ſinnes, and ſtinke in them 
as loathſome carrion, firſt wee 
maſt beginne to ſtirre our 
ſelues as a man that comes 
out of a {\wowne. awakened 
by- the word and voice of 
Chriſt ſounding in our deafe 
cares; ſecondly, we muſt raiſe 
Vp our minds to a better ſtate 
and condition, as wee vieto 
raiſe vp our bodies : afterthis 
we mult put 0:7: of the graue 
firſt one hand , r11en the other. 
This Cone, we..c muſt doe our 
endeauour 4s 1; WEre. Vpon 
our knees , at the leatt ro pur 
one foote /011t ofthis fepul- 
cher of finnc, ite rather whea 
we os our {clues to haueone 
foore of the body inthe garue 
of the carth, that inthe day of 
indgement we may be waolly 
delivered fron allthe bondes 
of corruption, \The - fourth 

part. 
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of Chriff erneified, 51 
part is, a ſhirituall aſcention 
into heauen , by a contmuall 
clexation of the heart and 
mind to Chrilt fitti:2 at the 
right hand of the Father , as 
Paul ith, Hart your conner ſa- 
tu97 in beans ; and, Ifyec bee ri- 
ſen with Chriſt , ſeehe the things 
that are about. 

Conformitic in morall du- 
ties, is either generall or ſpe- 
ciall. General), is to bee ho» 
ly as hee is holy. Rome. $.29. 
Theſe whom hee knew before hee 
hath predeftinate to be like the 
image of bis Senne, that is, not 
onely inthe crofſe, but alſo in 
holinefle and glory. 1. loh. 3. 
Flt which bath this hope purt- 
fieth bimſelfe enen as hee is 
pure. 
Speciall conformitic , 1s 
chiefly in foure vertnes, Faith 
Lone, Meckenefſe, Humilitie. 

| We 
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Wee muſt bee like him ih * 
faith. For as he,when he ap- 
prehended the wrath of God, 
and the very pangs of hell 
were vpon him, wholly ſtayed 
himſelte. vponthe aide,helpe, 
prote@ion, and good pleaſure 
of his Father, cuen to the 
liſt : ſomuſt wee byatrue and 
lively faith depend whelly 
on Gods mercy un Chriſt, as 
ic were with both our hands, 
in peace, urtrouble,in life,and 
in the very pangs of death : 
and wee muſt not.inany wile 
let ourhold goe ; no, though 
we ſhould teele our ſelues de- 
ſend to hell. 

Vee mult bee like him in 
meckenefle. -Matth. x1. verſe 
28. Learne of mee that [ am 
weeks and lowly, His meckenes 
ſhewed it ſelfe in the patient 
bearing of all injuries and a- 

buſcs 
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ef Chrift crucified. 33 
baſes - offered by hands of 
finnefull and wretched men, 
and in the ſuffering of the 
curſe of the Law , without: 
grudging or repining, and 
with ſabmiſsion to his Fathers 
will in all things. Now the 
more wee follow him herein, 
the more ſhall wee bee confor.. 
wable to him in his death and 
paſsion, Phil. 3.10. 

Thirdly, hee muſt bee our 
example in Lowe ; he loued his 
enemics more then himſclfe, 
Eph. 5.4. Walke in lone, enen as 
Chriſt loued vs, and hath ginen 
himſelfe for vs an oblaticn. and 
facrifire of a ſweete ſmelling [a- 
wour vnto Gol, The like lone 
ought wee to ſhew, by doing 
ſernice to allmen inthe com- 
paſſe of our callings, & by be- 
ingallthingstoal men(as Pal 
was) that we might doe how 

All 
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all the good wee can, both for 
body and'ſoule, 1.Cor.g.1 9. 

Laſtly , wee muſt follow 

Chrift in bumilitse , whereof 
hee 1s a wonderfull ſfpeRacie, 
in that being God, hee became 
man for vs : andof a man be- 
came a worme that 1s troden 
vnder foote, that hee might 
fanc man. Phal. 2.5, Lee the 
ſame minde bee in you, that \y as 
is Jeſw Chrifi , who being tn 
the forme of (od, humbled bim. 
ſelfe, and b::ame obedient to the 
death, emen to the death of the 
(roſe. 

And here wee muſt obſerue 
that the exemple of Chriſt 
hath ſomething more in it 
then any other example hath 
or can: hane : for it doeth not 
onely ſhew vs what we ought 
rodoe ( as the examples of o= 


ther men doe) but it is arena 
againſt 


—— 
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of Chriſt erncified. 0 15 
againſt many vices, and a mo- 
tine to many good duties. 
Firſt of all the ſerious confi- 
deration of this, that the ve 
Sonne of God hin ſelfe ſuffe- 
red allthe paines and torments 
of Hell on the Crofle for cur 
{innes, is the proper and moſt 
cf. Auall meanes to ſtirre vp 
our hearts to a godly ſorrow 
for them. And that this thinp 
may come to paſſe, cuery 
man muſt bee ſetled without 
doubt, that hee was the man 
that crucified Chrilt ; that he 
15t0 bee blamed as weil as 7#- 
das, Herod, 7 onttous Pilate, 
and the Tew: 3 : and that his 
{finnes ſnouid bee the nailes, 
the ſpeares, and the thornes, 
that pierced him. When this 
meditation beginnes to take 
place,bitternefle of ſpirit with 
wailing and mourning takes 
place 
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place in !;ke manner, Zach. 
E2. 10» A*4 they ſball looke vp- 
on kim whom they have pear- 
cod , and they ſhall lament for 
him, as one lamenteth for his one- 
ty Somme, Pater 5m bis firſt 
Sermon ſtrooke the ITewes 
as with a thunder-clap from 
Heanen, when kee ſaid vnto 
them, Tea hane crucified the 
Lord of glory, fo as the ſame 
timethree thouſand men were 
pricked in their hearts, and 
faid, Men ard brethren what 
ſhall we doe to bee ſamed ? A- 
aine, if Chriſt for our ſinnes 
ed his heart blood : and if 
our finnes made him ſweate 
water and blood, oh then why 
ſhould not wee our ſelues 
ſhed bitrer teares, and why 
ſhould not our. hearts blecde 
for them ? He that findes him- 
felfe fo dull and ms 
nat 
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of Chriſt crucified, 257 
that the paſsion of Chriſt doth 
not humble him , 4s in a la- 
mentable caſe, for there is ns 
faith in the death of Chriſt, 
cffeQuall in him as yet. 

Secondly , the meditation 
of the paſsion of Chriſt is # 
moſt notable meanes to breed 
repentance and reformation 


of life in time tocome., For 


when we begin to thinke that 
Chriſt crucified, by ſuffering 
the firſt and ſecond death, 
hath procured vnto vsremiſ- 
fion of all our finnes-paſt, and 
freed vs from hell, death, and 
damnation : then 1t there bee 
but a ſparke of grace in vs, we 
begin tobee of another minde 
and to- reaſon thus with onr 
felues ; What ? hath the Lord 
beere thusmerciivl} vnto me. 
that am inmy ſ:lic but a fire- 
bran othell,as to tree me from 

£107. « 
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deſerued deſtrution and t6 


Teceine mee to famour in 


Chriſt ? Yea, no dovbt hee 
hath, his name bee bleſſed 
therefore: T willnot therefore 
finne any more as. I haue 
done, but rather indeauour 
hereafter to keepe my ſelfe 
from enery euill way. And 
thus faith purifics both heatt 
and life. | 
Thirdly , when thou art in 
any paine of body and ficknes, 
thinke how light theſe are,co- 
pared to rhe agony and bloo- 
die fiveate, tothecrowne of 
thornes and nailes of Chriſt, 
When thou art wronged in 
word or deede by any man, 
turne thine eye to the -crofle 
confider how meekely he fuf- 
fered all a buſes for the moſt 
part in ſilence, and prayed 
for them that crucified him. 


When 
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of Chreſt crucified. 9 
When thou art tempted with 
pride or vaine-gloric, conſi- 
der how for thy proper ſinnc 
Chriſt wes diſpiſed, and mo- 
ked; and condemned among 
theeues, When anger and de- 
fire of reuenge inflame thine 
heart, thinke how Chriſt gaue 
iumſcife to death to faue his 
enemies, cuen then when they 
did moſt cruelly intreat him; 
and ſhed his blood: and by 
theſe meditations, ſpecially 
if they bee mingled with taich, 
thy minde ſhall be eaſed. 

Thus wce ſee how Chri/t 
crucified 1s to bor knowne: and 
hence. ariſeti» a three folde 
khowledge : one of God, the 
ſecond of our neighbours , the 
third of our {clues, 

Touching the firſt, if wee 


would knowe the rrue God 


aright, and know him to our 
{at- 
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falution, wee mult knowe 
him onely in Chr ceracified. 
God inhimſelfe and his owne 
maieſtie is jnuifible, not one- 
ly to the eyes ofthe body, bur 
alſo tothe very mindsof men, 
and hee 1s rcucaledto vs onely 
in Chriſt , in whom hee isto 
bee ſeene in a glaſſc. For in 
Chriſt hee ſeeteth foorth and 
Liues his iuſtice , goodneſle, 
wiſedom,and himſclte wholly 
vnto. vs. For this cauſe hee 1s 
called the brightnefſe of the glo- 


rir, and the ingrauen forme of 


the perſonofthe Father, Heb. x. 
3. and the image of the inuiſible 
God, Colofl: 1. 15. Therefore 
wee muſt not know God and 
fecke him any whereelſe but 
in Chriſt; and whatfocuer out 
of Chriſt comes vynto vs in 
the name of God, isa Bat idq} 
of mans braine. 


As 
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As for our neighbours, 
thoſe eſpecially that ' are of 
Chriſts Church, they are to 
bee knowne of vs on this man- 
yer : When we are todoe any 
dutie vnto them, wee muſt not 
barely reſpe& their perſons, 
but Chreſt crucified in them, 
and them in Chriſt. When 
Pant perſecuted ſuch as cal- 
led on the name of Chriſt, hee 
then from heanen cry::|, Sal, 
Saul, Why perſecuteFt this me £2 
Herethen let this bee marked, 
that when the poore comes 
to vs for reliefe, it is Chrift 
that comes to our dJoores, and 
faith, T am hungry, I am ttvr- 
ſtie, T am naked : and ler the 
bowels of compaſsion be in vg 
towardes them, as tuwardes 
Chriſt ; voleſſe wee will heare 
that fearefnll ſentence in the 
day of 1:72ment,Gor ge curſed 

its 
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into Hel, cc. 1 was laungry and 
ye fed me not : I Wasnaked, and 
ye did not cloath me, &, 
Thirdly, the right know- 
!edge of our {clues ariſeth of 
the knowledge of Chriff cruci- 
fied, in whom, and by whom 
we come to know fiue ſpeciall 
things of our ſelues. The firſt, 
how gricuous our ſinnes are, 
and therefore how miſerable 
wee are in regard of them. If 
wee conſider our offences in 
themſclues, and as they are in 
Vs, wee may ſoone bee decei- 
aed, becauſe the conſcience 
being corrupted, often erreth 
in ging teſtimony , and by 
that meanes maketh finne to 
appcare leſle then it is indeed. 
But if ſinne bee conſidered in 
the death & paſsiohot Chriſt, 
whereof it was the cauſe, and 
the vilcpeſſe thereof meaſured. 
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by che vnipeakeable torments 
endured by the Sonne of Gop, 
and if the greatnefſe of the 
offence of man bee eſteemed 
by- the endlefle fatisfaRtion 
made to the iuſtice of God, 
the leaſt {inne that 1s, will ap- 
pzare to bee afinne indeede, 
and that moſt grieuons and 
ougly, Therefore Chrift cru- 
cified muſt bee vied of vs as a 
myrrour or looking-gla{'c, in 
Which wee may fully take a 
view of our wretchedaetifc and 
milcrie, and what wee are by 
nature, For fach asthe paſsion 
of Chriſt was in the eyes-0t 
men, {ach is our: paision or 
condition in the eyes of God : 
and that. which wicked men 
did to Chriſt, the ſamedoeth 
fin & £4:an toour wery foutes. 
The tecond point is, that 
men delecuing in Chriſt, are. 
NOT 
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not their owne, or Lords of 
themſelues, but wholly both 
body and ſonule belong to 
Chriſt, in that they were gineu 
to him of God the Father,and 
hee hath purchaſed them with 
his owne blood. 1. Cor. 3. Te 
are Chrifts, and Chr:f} Gods, 
Hence it commeth to paſſe, 
(which is not tobe forgotten 
that Chriſt eſteemerh all the 
crofles and afflitions of his 
people, as his owne-proper af- 
fiftions. Hence againe wee 
muſt learne to giue. vp our 
ſelues both in body and foule 
to the honour and ſeruice of 
Chriſt whoſe we are. 

The third is, that enery 
true belecuer, not as hcc is 4 
wan, butas he is a new war, or 
a Chriſtian, hath his being 
and fubfiſting from Chrilt. 
We are members of bis body, 4 

js 
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bir fleſh, andef bicbone, Eph.s. 
30. 11 which words, Pan al- 
lades to the ſpeech of Adam , 
Genel.3. Thou art bone of my 
bone , ani fie of myfieſh ; and 
thereby hecrteachech, that as 
Eme was made of aribbe taken 
out of the {ide of Adaw ; 
ſo doth the whole Church of 
God , and encry man regene- 
rate, fpring and arife out of 
the blood tiiat ſtreamed from 
the heart and fide of Chriſt 
cructfied, 

The fourth is , that all good 
workesdone of vs, proceede 
from the vertue and merit of 
( 9ri't crucified ;he is the cane 
of them in vs, and wearc the 
cauſes of them in and by him 
[Vithout me({aith he) yea cen do 
nething : and, Exery branchthes 
vearcth not fruite in mee , mar".c 
well he faith, in mee,hee rakerb 
way, 
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The fift point 1s, thatwee 
owe vnto Chcit an endlefſe 
debr. For hee was crucified 
onely as our laret)' 8 ple 
and inthe ſpeRacle of his pat. 
fi on wee mult conſider 'our 


{lucsas the chietedebters, & 
chat the very diſcharge of our: 


debr,tharis, the finnes which 
are inherent izavs , were the 

roper cauſe of all the end 
efſe paines and torments that 
Chriſt endured,thathee might 


ny vs molt miſerable banke- | 


liberty from. hell, 
a damnation. For 
this his vnſpeakable goodnes 
af- ded, 
kt friopſly; , wee muſt needes 
«C that -wee \owe'. our 
; ſelues, our fanles, and bed:es, 
and. all thatwe haue as adebt 
Gic a And fo loone 
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of Chriſt crucified, 47 
as any man beginnes toknow, 
» Chrift crucified , he knowes his 
owne debt, and thinkes of the 
paymen: of it. 

Thus wee fee how Chrilt is 
to bee knowne : now we ſhall 
not neede to make much exa- 
mination, whether this man- 
ner of knowing and acknow- 
ledging' of Chriſt, rake any 


' place in the world orno :. for 


fewe-there bee that knowe 
himasthey ought. The Tarke 
eucn at this'very day knowes 
him not , biit as a Prophen 
The Iewe ſcorneth his coffe 
" and paſſion, The Popiſh Chur- 
ches, though in word they 
confeſſe him, yet doc they not 


knowe him as they ought. - 


The Friers and lefaits in their 
fermons at this day common- 


ly vie -he paſsion, as ameanes 
to ſtirre vp pitty and com- 
C paſsion-- 
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paſsion towards Chriſt, who 
being fo righteous a man was 
ſo hard y catreated; and toin- | 
Aame their hearts to anhatred 
of the lewes, and Iadas, and | 
Poniizs Vilate, that put onr 
bluiled Saujour to death ; but 
all this may bedone in any 0- 
ther hiſtorie. 
And the fernice- oi God , 
which in that Church ſtands 
now in force by the Canons | 
(frhe Councell of Treat,, dy 
faceth Chriſt erncrfird, in thac 
the paſstons of Martyrs ars 
- made meritorious, ard the 
very wood of the Crofſe.their 
oneiy kelpe: and the V ugine 
ear, rhe Oacene &f heAWen 
and a A4atyer of mercie ; Who 
in rctilson of bnanes may 
command her $\1nes and 
they giae 7<lipt 2:5 adoration 
to dumnbe © o.oifizes made by 
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of Chrift crufied. 49 
the hand and art of man, 

The common Proteſtant 
likewife commeth ſhort herc- 
in for three cauſes. Firk, 
wheras in word they ackno\y- 
ledge him to bee' their Sait- 
our,that hath Redeemed chem 
from their cnill connerfation, 
yet indeede they make him « 
patron of their finnes, The 
thiefe makes him the recet- 
uer, the murderer rakes him 


his refuge, the adulterer (bee Caluin, 
it fpoken with reuercnee vn- 18 Gala, 
to hismaicſty) males kim the *** 


baud. For generally r-n walke 
on 11 their evill wites, ſome h1- 
uing in this ſinne, ſome in that, 
and yet for all this, thev per- 
ſwade-themfelucs thar God 18 
mercifull, and that Chriſt bath 
freed them: from death nd 
damnation. Thus Chriſt that 
came to aboliſh finne, is made 
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a maintainer thereof, and the 
common packe-horſe of the 
world to beare enery mans | 
burden. Secondly, men are 
content to take knowledge of 
the merite of Chriſts paſsion 
for the remiſsion of their 
ſinnes, but in the meane ſea- 
fon the vertue of Chriſts 
death in the mortifying of 
ſinne, and the bleſſed exam- | 
ple of kis paſsion, which 
ought to bee followed and ex- 
preſſed in our liues and con- 
uerſations, 1s little or nothing 
regarded. Thirdly, men vin- 
ally content themſelues gene- 
rally and confuſedly to know 
Chi ilt to bee their Redeemer, 
neuer. once feeking in every - 
particular eſtate and conditi-.. | 
on of lite, and in cuery parti- 
cular bleſsing of Cod, to feele. 
the benefite of his paſsion. 


What | 
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of Chriſt crucified, 5: 
What 1s the cauſe that almoſt 
all the world line in ſecuritie, 


neuer almoſt tonched for their 


horrible ſinnes? ſurely the rea- 
ſon is, becauſe they did neuer 
yet fſerioufly conſider that 
Criſt mthe gardenlaygrouc!- 
11ig vpon the carth, ſweatt:g 
water and blood for their of- 
fences, Againe, all ſach as by 
fraude and oppreſsion, or any 
Kind of hard dealing ſucke the 
blood of poore men ; neuer yet 
knew that their fins drew out 
the heart blood of Chriſt, And 
proud men ard women, that 
arc puffed vp by reaſon of their 
attire, which is the badge of 
their ſhame , and neuer ccaſſe 
hunting afrer ftrange faſhi- 
ons, doe not coniider that 
Chriſt was not c-ucificd in 
gay attire, but naked, that hee 
might beare the whole ſhame 


C 3 and 


an Ala. 4 


—_ y—mo—— our _—_— _— _—_—_ 


52 Of theright knowledge 
and curſe of the law for vs. 
Theſe and fiich like whatſo- 
cuer they ſay 1n word,if we re 
ſþc& tie tenour of their liues, 
are Hat enemies of the crofle 
of Chriſt, and tread his preci- 
ous blood vnder thcir feete. 
Now then, conſidering this 
ſo weiglitic and ſpeciall a 
point of religion is ſo much 
negleted, O manor woman, 
high or lowe, young or olde, 
if thou baue beene wanting 
this way , beginne for very 
ſhame to learne, and learning 
truly to know Chriſt crucifed. 
And that thon maicſt attaine - 
to his, behold him often, not 
in the wooddeh crucifixe after 
ti.c Popiſh manner , butinthe 
preaching of the word, and in 
cre Sacraments,in which thou 
$1111 ſte him crucified before 
Line Cyes, Galat, 3,1. Deſire 
not 


of Chrift cyucified. 52 


not 'hecre vpon earth to be- 
hold him with the bodily eye, 
but looke vpon him with the 
eycoftrue and ligcly faith;ap- 
plying him and his merits ro 
thy ſeife as thine owne, and 
that with broken and braiſed 
heart, as the poore Iraclites 
ſting with fieric ſervents 
eucr: to (death, beheld the 
brafc: das ft. Againe, thou 
malt \voke vpon him t1:{t of 
all in a eſſ or ſpectacle, 1n 
which thov ſhalt ſee Gods 
glory greater 4n thy redemp- 
tion, thenin thy creation. In 
thy creation, appeared Gods 
infinite wiſe Jome,pow er,and 
goodnefic : : 19 thy redetnption 
by the paſsion of Chrilt , his 
endlcfle ivſtice and mercy. In 
the creation, ghou art a mem- 
ber of thefirſt Adam,and bea- 
reſt his image? in thy re- 
WES > demp- 
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demption thou art a member 
of the ſecond Adam, 1n rhe 


firſt, thou art dpducd with na- 
turaltlife, *1nthe ſecond, with 
#pirituall.InthEfirft, thou haſt 
in the perſon of Ewe thy be.. 
ginning Of the rib of Aden; in 
the ſecond, thou haſt thy be- 
ginning , as thouart borne of 
God, out of the blood or 
Chriſt. Laftly,inthefirlt, Goc. 
gaue life in commanding that 
to bee which was not : 1nt!1c 
lecond, hee giues life nor ty 
life, but by death,cnen of his 
owne $onne. . This is the my - 
fiery vnto which the Angcls 
themſclues defive to looke in- 
to, 1.Peti3 13.SeconCiy, thou 
muſt behold him as the fall 
prices of thy redemption, 5; per- 
fe& reconciliazan; with God ; 
.& pray earneſtly to God, that 
he would ſealeyp the ſame * 
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of Chrift crucified, 5 5 


thy very conſcience by his holy 
Spirit. Thridly , thou maſt 
behold Chriſt as an example , 
t-> whom thoukmutt conforme 
thy ſelfe by qrysranign: For 
this cauſe glue dfhigence, that 
thou miſt 6 AS erience ſay 
that thou artfcad, and cruct- 
fied, and buricd with Chriſt, 
and that thou riſeſt againe 
with him to newnefle of life; 
that he enlightens.thy minde 
and by degreey .naformes thy 
will and affewons, and giues 
thee both thewill and-the 
deede in euery good thing, 
and that thou mateſt not faile 
in this thy knowledge, read 
the hiſtory of Chriſts paſsion, 
obſerue all the parts and cir- 


 cumſtances thereof, and apply 


them #0 thy ſelfe for thy tull 
conuerſion, When thou rea - 
deft , that Chriſt wenttothe 
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garden, - 5 his caſtome was 
where the 1cwes. might ſfoo- 
neſt attach him. confider that 
hee went to the death ofthe 
crofſe for thy finnes willingly 
and not of conſtraint;and that 
therefore thou tor thy. part 
ſhouldctt doo hi i all feruice 
freely and franckly, P/al 110. 
3- When thou hearelt that in 
his agony, his FHule was heauy 
vntodeath , know it was for 
thy ſins,” and rhar thou ſhoul- 
delt much more conceiue 
heauinc iſe of heart for the 
ſme againc , that this forrow 


ol his is10y andretoycing vn-, 


to thec, it thou wile belecue 
in him; therefore Pawl faith, 
I fay againe, Reioyce inthe 
Lord. When thou readelit that 
inthe garden hee prayed lying 
gronelling one his face, [wea- 
ting water and blood, be $41no 
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of Oh 4ſt crucified, *; 1 
to thinkc ſeriouſly whar an | 
vnſpeakable meaſure of Gods 
wrath was vpon thy ble{ſed 
Sauiour, that did prottrate 2 
his body vpon the earth, and th 
cauſe the blood to toliow; and 

thinke that thy finnes muſt 

needes bee moſt hainous, that 
brought fach blood and grie- - | 
nous paines Vpon him. Alfo | 
thinke it a very ſhame for the: 
to carry thy head to heauen 
with hanpiic lookes, to wal- 
low in thy pleaflres, and to 
draw the innocent blood of 
thy poore brethren by op- 
preſsion and deceit, for whom 
Chriſt ſweat water and blood; 
and take an occaſion from 
Chrilts agonie, to lay afide 
the pride of thy heart, to be a- 
ſhamed of thy ſelte, to gricue 
| :n heart, yea cuen to blecd tor | 
| thine owne offences , caſting i 
| downe 
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58 Of theright knowledge 
downe and humbling thy 
felte with Ezra, faying, O my 
God, Iam confounded and 
aſhamed to lifr vp mine eyes 
vnto thee my God * for mine 
iniquities are increaſed, & my 
treſpaſſe 1s growne Vp into 
heauen. When thou readeft 
that Chriſt was taken and 
bound, thinke that thy very 
ſinnes brought him into the 
power of his enemies, and 
were the very bondes where- 
with he was tycd : thinkethat 
thou ſhouldeſt haue becne 
bound in the very fame man- 
ner, vnlcfle hee had beene a 
ſaretie and pledge for thee: 
thinke alſo that thou 1n the 
ſclfe ſame minner art bonnd 
and tyed with the chaines of 
thin owne fintes ,, and that 
by nature, thy will, a#c ions, 
and whole ſpirit 1s tyed and 
chained 
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of Chrift erucified, x9 | 
chined tothe wiil of rhe di- | 
uell, foas thou canſt doe no- | 
thing but that which hee wil- 
leth : laſtly,thinke and belecue 
that the bonds of Chriſt ferue 
to purchaſe thy libertic from 
Hell, Death and Damnation. 
When thon heareſt that hee 
was trought before eAnnas 
and Caiphas , thinke it was 
mecte , that thy ſurety and 
pledge who was to ſufttr the 
condemnation due vnto thee, | 
ſhould by the high pricſt, as 
by the mouth of God, bce 
condemned : and wonder at 
this, that ihe very cocficntiall 
and ctcrnail Sonne of God, e- 
ven the very ſouerajgne udge 
of the world, ſtands to bee 
wdged, and that by wicked 
men; perſwading thy ſelte that 
this ſo great confuſion comes f 
of thy ſinnes. Whereupor, | 
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60 Of the right knowledge 

being further amazed at thy 
fearctu!! cſtate-, humble thy 
ſelfe in cult & aſhes, and pray 
God 1o to ſoften thy ſtonie 
heart, that thou maieſt turnc 
to him,. and by rrue faith lay 
hold on Chriſt, who hath 
thus exceedingly abafed him- 
{clfe, that his 1gnominie may 
be thy glory, and his arraigne- 
ment thy perfe&t abſolution. 
When thou readeſt that Br- 
rabas the murderer was pre* 
ferred before Chriſt, though 
hee exceeded both men and 
Angels in holineile ; thinke ir 
was to- manife it his inno- 
cency, and that the very ſinnes 
pulled vpon him the ſhame- 
full reproach ; and in that for 
thy cauſe hee was eſteemed 
worſe then Barrebas, thinke 
of thy ſelfe as a molt hainons 
ard wretched (inner, and ( as 
Paul 
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O Cri crucified, &'c 
Panl faich) the head ofall fin- 
ners. When thou readeſt that 
he was- openly. and iudicia!l: 
condemned to the curſe 1 
death of thecrofſe, confider 
what 15 the wrath and furic of 
God againſt finne,and what 1s 
his greit and infinite mercy © 
ſinners - and in this ſpeRacle 
looke vponthy ſelfe,and with 
groanes of heart cric out, and 
ſay, O good God, what ict. 
teſt thou here before mine 
eyes? I,cuenT haue ſinned, I 
am guiltic and worthie of 
damnaiion. whence comes 
this charge, that thy bleſſed 
Sonne is in my roome, but of 
thy vnſpeikable mercy ? 
Wretch that I am,how haue I 
forgotten my ſelf, andthee al - 
fo my God ? O Sonne of God 
how Bo haſt thou abaſed thy 


ſelfe for me ? Thercfore glue 
me 
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' megrace, O God, thar behol- 


ding mine owne eſtate inthe 
perſon of my Sautcur thus 
condemned, I may deteſt and 
loathe my finnes that are the 
cauſe thereof, and by aliuely 
faith, imbrace that abſolution 
which thou offereſt mee in 
him, who was condemned in 
my {tcad and roome. O Teſta 
Cariſt , Sauiourof the world, 
grue mee thy holy and blefſed 
Spirit, that I may idge my 
ſelfe, and bee as vile and baſe 
1m mine owne eves, as thou 
waſt vile and baſe before the 
Iewes : alſo vnite mee vnto 
thee by the ſame Svirit,that in 
thee I may be as worthy to be 


accepted beforc God, as lam 


worthy in my ſclte to bee de- 
teſted for my {innes. When 
thou readeſt that he was clad 


in purple, and crowned with 
thornes, 


[-: of Creſt crucified, 63 
thornes , mocked and {p ite 
| 


vpon, behold the cuerlz ing 
ſhams that is due vnto thee, 
| and bee alhamedof thy ſelfe , 
| and in this point contorme 
} thy ſelfc 0 Chriſt , and bee 
| content {23 hewas) tobeere- 
| proached, abuſed, and difpi- 
| fed, foitb=fora good caue 
WW hen thou "cadet , 4 ht bee 
| fore his cracuying + hee was 
( ſtript of at '1is c! !loarhes,timnke 
1 itwas, that hce vecingnaked 
| mich; beare thy ſhame onrie 
| - crofie, ni with his mot 
precions 2nd richnackedneflc 
 _c0uer thy deformities. When 
i thou readeſ? the complunt 
of Chriſt, that hee was tor 
Ken of his Father, conlider 
how hee ſofered the Pangs 
and torments of hell as thy 
pledzc and furery. Learne ly MY 
his\ nſpcakablc tormets whiz 
a fcare- 
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64 Oftheright knowledge 

a fearefull thing it is to ſinne 
againſt God, and beginne to 
renounce thy ſelfe, and detec (t 
thy ſinnes, and to walkeas a 
childe of light, according to 
the meaſaie of grace recei- 
nucd, When thou commelt to 
c1e,fet before thine ciesChrift 
in the middeſt of all his tor- 
ments onthe crofle : in behol- 
Cing of which ſpeRacle to thy 
endlc{lc comfort , thou ſhalt 
ſee a paradiſe in the middeſt 
of hell : God the father recon- 
ciled ynto thee, thy Samour 
reacheth out his hands vnto 
thee, to receiue thy foule vnto - 
him , and his crofle as alad- 
der to aduance it to cternall 
, Slorie. Whereas hee cried a- 
loud with aſtrong voice at the 
point of death,it was to ſhew, 
thithe died willivgly, without 
violence or coitraint from any 
CIca - 
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of Chriſt crucified, 65 
creatures, ard thar if it had fo 
pleaſed him , hee con!d have 
freed himſclfe from death,and 
haue caſt his very enemies to 
the very bottome of Hell. 
When thou readeſt that hee 
commended his ſoule inro 
the hands of his Father, con- 
ſider that thy ſoule alſo (ſo bc e 
it thou wilt belceue in him ) 1s 
delivered vp into the hands 
of God, and ſhall bee preſer- 
ued againſt the rage and ma= 
lice of all thine enemics, and 


' hereupon thou _ mayeſt bee 


bold to commend thy fpiric 
intothe hands of God the Fa- 
ther. When thou readeit of 
his death, conſider that thy 
ſimes were the cauſe of it, and 
that. thou ſhouldeſt hane fuffe- 
red the ſame eternally, vnleſlc 
the Sonne of God had come in 
thy roome : againe, conſider 
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66 Of theright knowledy 
his death as a ranſome, and 
apprehend the fame by faith, 
as the meanes of thy life : for 
by death Chriſt hath woun- 
ded both the firſt and ſecond 
death, and hath made his 
crofſe to bee a throne or tribn- 
nall ſcate of indgement as 
gainſt all his and thine ene- 
mics. When thou readeſt of 
the trembling of the earth at . 
the death cf Chriſt, thinke 
with thy ſclfe, it did 1n his 
Kinde, as It were, groane vn- 
der the burden of the finnes of 
men in the world : and by his 
motion then, it ſignified that 
euenthou and thereſt deſerued 
rather to bee {wallowed of the ,,. 
earch, and to goe downe into 
the pit altue,, then to haue any 
part in the merire of Chrilt 
crucited- When thou readeſt © 
of his buriall, thinke that it 
WAS 


of Chrsſt cyncified, 6+ 
was to ratifie his death,and to 
vanquiſh death euen in his 
owne denne. Apply this buriall 
to thy ſelfe , and beleeue that 
it ſerues to make thy graue a 
bed of downe, and to free. 
thy body from corruption. 
Laſtly, pary to God that thou 
maylſt feele the power of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, weakning and 
conſuming the body of ſinne, 
Euen as a dead corps rottes in 
the graue, till it be deſolued to 
duit. 

When thou haſt thus peru- 
ſed and applyed to thy ſelfo 
the hiſtory of the paſsion of 
Chrilt, goe yet further, 2nd 
labour by faith to fee Chriſt 
crucified in all rhe workes of 


TF -« God, either in thee, or vpon 
thee. Behold him atthy table 
+1, in meateand drinke, whichis ]- . 
aSit were a liucly Sermon and + 
a dai- 
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a dayly pledge of the mercy 
of God in Chriſt. Bchoid 
| kim in allthine atiiiions, as 
; thy partner that pitieth thy 
] Caſe, and hath compaſsionon 
thee. Behold kim in thy moſt 
| daungerous temptations , in 
which the Deuull thundreth 
damnation, behold him I lay, 
as a mighty Sampſon bearing 
away the gates of his enemies 
vpon hisowne ſhoulders : and 
Killing more by death then by 
| life, crucifyingthe divell, euen 
| then when hee is crv cified, by 
death killing death : by en- 
trance into the graue, OPc- 
ning the grane, and eiving life 
to the dead ; and in the houſe 
of death fpo: ling him of all 


his ſtrenge') and power, Be- 

hold him in all the atflit.ons 

of thy brethren, as though hee 

himfclfe were naked, hungry, 
licks 
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fic:.*, harbourleſſe , and Go 
0 them all tc 590d tho!! 
Cant, as to-Chritt himielfe 
Lf thon wouldel! venold Good 
himfcite, looks ypon tim 11 
CEYij7 crucified , {ho 18 the 1n- 
2ranen mage 2 Ot the Fathers 
perſon ; and Kk:1ow it ro beea 
terrib Ic thing 11 the time of 
the trouble of thy conſcience , 
to tlinke of God without 
C:1:it, inwholeface the glory 
vi Godin his endlefle mercy 1s 
to bee lvene, 2. Coriathians 
verſe 6, Itthou wonldetc come 
to God for grace, for comtor: t 
TOO, for any blefsin 
COME brit t D Chriit 1; —_ 
biecding, dying vpon the 
CrO!iC W:; thout whom. there 
s 20 hearing God, nc he1- 
ping Ged, no pic Lzyod, 
no God to thee at all. ina . 
word, let Chriſtbee all ti! 
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70 Oftheright --Y , Th 
Without og. oo vitothee, 
Coleſſ. 3.11- For when thou 
prajett 7p any bleſsing either 4- 
temporall or fpiricuallz. bee it "44 
whatſoeuer it will. bee ofcan > 
bee, thou muſt aske it atthe ©! 
| hands of God the Father, by x; 
the merite and mediation of F 
Chriſt crucified. Now looke {5 
as wee aske bleſsings 3: 275 04s ©} 
hand; fomuſt we recciue them - : 
ofhim. ; and .as they arerecei- »; 
ued, ſo miſt wee poſſefie and * * 
vie them daily namely,asgifts *! 
of God procured to vs by the 2} 
-merte of Chriſte whichgifts - ©: 
for this vety cauſe, muſtibee 4 
wholly imploycd to rhe NO- _ 
nourof Chrilt. Wo 
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